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On March 27 during a conference at Hunter College in New York, Brazilian priest Ricardo Rezende
denounced violence perpetrated against agricultural workers in northern Brazil. According to
Rezende, in recent years dozens of people pertaining to his parish in Rio Maria, Para state, have
been killed in disputes over access to land. Rezende said that in Rio Maria, an assassin can be hired
to kill someone for a mere US$50. He blamed the government for failing to stop violence in the
countryside, and the police for failure to investigate murders and other crimes. (Source: Spanish
news service EFE, 03/27/92)
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